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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  North  Shropshire  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Cha^^man,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  1970. 

The  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  made  by  the  Registrar 
General  vfas  31j4^0  i.e,  120  more  than  in  19^9 . 

Live  Births  were  499;  males  247 »  females  252. 

Still  Births  7;  3  males  and  4  females. 

Illegitimate  Births  28;  14  males^  14  females.  (24  in  I969). 

Deaths  from  a].l  causes  tota-lled  402;  (19  fev;er  than  in  19^9 ) 

i.e.  201  males  and  201  females. 

33^  of  all  deaths  y;ere  due  to  he'art  disease  and  a  further  21,4?^ 
were  due  to  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  bringing  deaths 
in  this  group  to  54«4^  of  all  deaths. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  again  responsible  for  an 
increase  in  deaths. 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Males 

8 

■  12 

11 

18  . 

23 

Females 

1 

1 

4 

3 

4 

Total 

0 

13 

15 

21 

27 

See  Table  VII  on  page  I5. 

There  were  23  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  a  further  14  deaths  were 
due  to  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system.  Accidents  caused 
the  death  of  tv/o  men  and  four  women;  three  of  these  deaths  were  due 
to  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

I  record  v^rith  the  deepest  regret,  that  in  1970  there  occurred 
the  death  of  four  Councillors;  Mrs.  Clayton-Jones,  Mr.  A.  Pugh, 

Mr.  G.  Wyatt,  and  Mr.  V/.  Hari'is,  who  had  previously  served  as  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

1970  T/as  Conservation  Year,  a  term  usually  applied  to  the 
preservation  of  our  environment  from  those  influences  in  modern  life 
which  damage,  destroy  or  decrease  its  beauty,  usefulness  and  value. 

In  terms  of  the  quality  of  human  life  a  great  deal  has  already  been 
achieved  in  its  improvement  and  enrichment.  Education,  housing, 
health  services,  and  recreational  facilities  have  played  their  part. 
But  public  apathy  still  allows  and  indeed  encourages  influences  in 
society  which  are  destructive.  Many  of  the  man-made  hazards  in  our 
environment  could,  by  energetic  action,  be  eliminated. 

During  the  year  the  reorganisation  of  the  Council's  Committee 
Structure  and  of  the  departments  was  finally  achieved.  The  Public 
Health  Department  moved  in  January  from  Paul's  Moss,  ^Thitchurch,  to 
Roden  Lodge,  Wem,  and  again  in  September  to  our  new  offices,  which 
were  formally  opened  dn  October.  The  Public  Health  Department  has 
become  the  Health  and  Housing  Department,  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
importance  of  good  housing  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  community. 
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A  section  appears  in  this  report  detailing  some  aspects  of  the  work 
of  the  Housing  Officer. 

The  work  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Department  is  primarily 
concerned  with  the  promotion  of  health,  by  maintaining  a  constant 
vigilance  and  by  taking  prompt  action  when  necessary.  The  support 
given  by  Councillors  and  their  interest  in  our  problems  is  much 
appreciated.  Unlike  the  characters  in  the  well  known  television  series 
''Doom-watch",  the  staff  of  the  department  carry  out  their  many  duties 
in  an  undramatic  way.  The  routine  work  of  safe-guarding  the  Community's 
health  is  not  dramatic  and  can  be  tedious;  nevertheless  it  is  essential 
that  it  be  done  conscientiously  and  with  imagination. 

I  thank  all  my  Colleagues  in  the  Health  and  Housing  Department  for 
their  help  during  the  year  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  and 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  co-operation  of  other  departments  and 
individuals  in  making  our  task  satisfying  and  effective. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.N.  O'BRIEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,,  .1970 


The  follov/ing  are  the  general  statistics  for  the  area:- 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . .  111,8A5 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  .  31^4^0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  on 

1st  April,  1970 . .  10,349 

Rateable  Value  1st  April,  1970  . . . . . . £989,295 

Sum  representated  by  a  penny  rate  1970/71  .  £3,962 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  1970 

Live  Births  -  Number . 499 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  ....  17»0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  Number  . . . . . . .  28 

Per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births.  6 

Stillbirths  -  Number  .  7 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Total  Live 

and  Still  Births  .  14 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . . .  506 

Infant  Deaths  -  Number . . .  10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  Total  Live  Births  .  20 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  -  Rate  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  . .  21 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  . . . 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  .  12 

i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  in  first 
4  weeks  of  life. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (pe^^  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths)  24 

i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  in  first 
week  of  Life  and  Stillbirths. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  Number  .  0 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and 
Stillbirths  . 0 
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PQPUIATION  1970 


31,440 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

31,420 

31,360 

31,320 

31,440 

BIRTHS.  1970 

•  \  ■ 

(a)  Liy;S  BIRTHS 

1967 

‘1968 

1969 

1970 

M 

E 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Total 

2411- 

263 

261 

217 

244 

227 

247 

252 

Legitimate 

227 

242 

246 

205 

228 

216 

233 

238 

Illegitimate 

17 

21 

15 

12 

13 

11 

14 

14 

19_67 

19^ 

1969 

1970 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

16.1 

15.2 

14.9 

15.9 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

17.2 

16.3 

15.9 

17.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

17.2 

16.9 

16.3 

16,0 

(h)  STILLBIRTHS 

1967 

1969 

1970 

M  P  M  P 

M 

P 

M 

F 

Total  18  63 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Legitimate  1  7  6  1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  -  1  -  2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

19^ 

1969 

1970 

The  Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

17 

18 

11 

14 

Stillbirth  liate  for  England  and  Wales 

14.8 

14 

13 

13 

(c)  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE 

1967  1968  1969  1970 


Total 

38 

27 

24 

28 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate 

7.5^ 

5,6^ 

5fo 

6% 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate 

for  England  and 
V/ales 

Q.h-fo 

8.4^ 

8% 

8fo 
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DMTIS  1970 

(a)  ALL  CAUSES  -  See  Table  III,  pages  12  &  13 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District  during  the 
year  was  402;  19  fewer  than  in  1969. 


Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Corrected 

Death  Rate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

per  1,000  Pop. 

Death  Rate 

England  &  Wales 

1967 

189 

180 

369 

11.7 

10.6 

11.7 

1968 

201 

217 

418 

13.3 

11.7 

11.9 

1969 

237 

184 

421 

13.4 

11.3 

11.9 

1970 

201 

201 

402 

12.8 

10.9 

11.7 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  are  foimd  in  that  group  of  diseases 
which  affect  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  34.4^  of  all  deaths  occxir 
in  this  group  which  includes  Hypertension,  Coronary  disease  and  Stroke. 

It  is  disquieting  to  record  yet  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  Cancer  of  the  lungs.  Four  women  and  twenty- three  men  died 
in  1970  from  this  condition.  Eight  women  died  from  Cancer  of  the  Breast 
and  four  women  died  from  Cancer  of  the  Uterus.  In  these  three  forms  of 
Cancer  prevention  and  early  diagnosis  can  be  effective.  All  women  aged 
over  30  years  are  advised  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  by 
their  General  Practitioners  and  by  the  County  Health  Department, 
Shrewsbury,  for  a  simple  test,  the  Cervical  Smear,  to  detect  the  earliest 
changes  which  may  develop  into  Cancer.  Examination  of  the  breasts  can 
be  done  at  the  same  time. 

In  previous  years  I  have  recorded  the  association  between  cigarette 
smoking  and  Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus.  Smoking  has  been  shown 
to  be  the  cause  of  a  number  of  diseases,  among  them  the  Three  Cs: 
Coronary,  Cancer,  Chronic  Bronchitis,  The  cause  is  known;  the 
consequences  are  painfully  obvious;  yet  in  the  words  of  Bertrand  Russell 
’’most  people  would  die  sooner  than  think;  in  fact  they  do  so". 
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DEATHS  1970  Con t ' d . 

(b)  HTFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  10  deaths  of  Infants  during  their  first  year  of  lifej 
2  more  than  the  total  of  8  for  I969. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Rural  District  was  20  per  1,000  Live 
Births,  and  for  England  and  Wales  18  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

See  Tables  IV  and  V 


(c)  MAT_ERNAL_ MORTALITY 

No  deaths  are  recorded,  as  having  been  due  to  Pregnancy,  Child-birth 
or  Abortion. 

The  Registrar  General's-  provisional  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
show  that  in  1970  86,565  Legal  Abortions  were  carried  out  under  the 

provisions  of  the  Abortion  Act  of  I967. 

(54,157  in  1969 )» 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Certain  infectious  diseases  are  notifiable,  i.e.  it  is  by  law  the 
duty  of  a  doctor  in  hospital  or  general  practice  to  notify  immediately 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  details  of  certain  communicable 
diseases.  Notification  is  an  essential  function  but  the  information  is 
not  always  made  available. 

These  diseases  must  be  notified: - 


Acute  encephalitis 

Acute  meningitis 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Amoebic  or  Bacillary  Dysentery 

Anthrax 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Infective  Jaundice 

Leprosy 

Leptospirosis 

Malaria 

Measles 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  cough 
Yellow  fever 


and  Food  Poisoning 
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TABLE  I 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  PJ  1970 


Measles  . 183 

Infective  Jaundice  . . . . .  2 

Scarlet  Fever . 8 

Meningitis  . . 3 

Dysentery . . . 1 

Pood  Poisoning  .  2 

V/ho oping  Cough  . 3 

.  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . .  3 

Tuberculosis  (l>on-Respiratory)  . A 


There  vms  a  severe  outbreak  of  Influenza  during  the  winter  I969/7O 
which  began  in  the  Par  East  and  spread  throughout  the  v/orld.  It  resulted 
in  a  severe  burden  being  placed  on  the  health  services  and  a  disruption- 
of  public  services. 

Influenza  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  but  during  the  height  of  the 
epidemic  in  this  coiantry,  i.e.  December  I969  and  January  1970  there  was 
a  four-fold  increase  in  nev/  claims  for  sickness  benefit.  Vaccination 
against  Influenza  has  given  various  results  in  different  countries; 
opinion  generally  being  that  it  may  give  some  protection  for  a  few  months 
if  given  a  short  time  before  an  outbreak  begins  and  if  it  contains  the 
right  strain  of  virus.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security,  Sir  Gteorge  Godber,  has  said  that  no  early 
solution  to  this  baffling  problem  is  in  prospect  and  much  further  study 
of  vaccines  and  of  anti-viral  drugs  is  needed. 

During  the  year,  I83  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  Rural  District. 
This  was  disappointing  in  view  of  the  easy  availability  of  vaccination 
against  Measles.  In  this  country  Measles  is  not  a  killing  disease  but 
the  complications  ivhich  commonly  occur  following  an  attack  can  cause 
serious  ill-health  to  a  child.  The  Schwarz  strain  of  measles  vaccine 
now  in  use,  has  less  marked  febrile  reactions  than  the  vaccines  used 
originally.  Parents  are  urged  to  make  full  use  of  the  service  available 
to  protect  their  children  from  such  complications  as  Pneumonia, 

Deafness,  Vision  defects  and  Encephalitis. 

Early  in  1970,  a  number  of  farmers  returned  home  after  a  tour  in 
Garmany  to  study  agricultural  methods  there.  Notification  from  the 
airport  Health  Authorities  indicated  that  some  may  have  been  in  contact 
with  Smallpox  while  abroad.  Six  persons  in  the  Rural  District  were 
kept  under  surveillance  for  the  period  of  incubation  and  were  offered 
vaccination.  In  these  days  of  easy  travel,  diseases  no  longer  endemic 
in  this  country  may  be  brought  in  by  people  unaware  that  they  themselves 
are  suffering  from  the  disease.  In  1970  one  person  returned  from  a 
holiday  in  Tunisia  and  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Cholera. 
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ANIMAL  DISEASES 


A  number  of  diseases  in  animals  are  communicable  to  man.  They 
include  conditions  such  as  Tuberculosis,  Anthrax,  Brucellosis  and 
Salmonella  infections.  There  are  many  types  of  Salmonellae  and  all 
species  of  animals  can  become  infected.  The  health  hazard  to  humans 
has  been  increased  by  intensive  farming  methods.  The  infection  of 
poultry  in  intensive  poultry  units  and  the  subsequent  cross  contamination 
which  occurs  in  the  processing  plants  can  cause  serious  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  when  other  factors  are  present;  such  as  inadequate  thawing  of 
frozen  birds  or  inadequate  cooking,  faulty  storage,  reheating  or  simply 
lack  of  hygiene  by  the  food  handler. 

Number  of  notifications  of  Salmonella  dublin  in  calves....  l6 


Number  of  human  contacts  suffering  from  disease  . .  1  1 

Number  of  cases  of  Anthrax  in  cattle  .  If 

Number  of  cases  of  Brucellosis  in  cattle  . . .  2 


TABLE  II  -  TUBERCULOSIS 
NOTIFICATIONS  PURINE  1970 


Number  df  cases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1970 

Non -Re spire 


M.  F.  M.  P. 

36  30  15  11 


Toted 
M.  F. 

51  4d 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1970:  7* 
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TABLE  V  -  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

Infants  under 

Total  Infant 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  j 

1  month 

Deaths 

Births 

i  ^ 

1 

12 

England  and  Wales  12  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


TABLE 

VI  - 

CANCER  ALL  FORMS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1968 

32 

37 

69 

1969 

44 

35 

79 

1970 

46 

35 

81 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  cancer,  and  especially  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus. 


TABLE  VTI  -  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  LUNG- 


29' 
28. 
27- 
26 
25  i 
24 
23 
22 
21 -t 
20 
19  ■ 
18  ■ 
17 
16 

15 
14i 
13 
12 
11  i 
10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5  -i 

4 

3  -j 

2 

1  - 


Males 


Females 


!  i 


1966 


1967 


1968 


1969 


1970 


15. 


THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT  1946 
At  the  time  of  writing,  proposals  have  heen  made  for  the  re-organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Health  Service,  which  was  implemented  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  to  promote  "a  comprehensive  health  service  designed  to  secure 
improvement  in  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  people." 

Criticism  of  the  present  state  of  the  Health  Service  is  concerned 
largely  with  its  fragmentation  into  a  tripartite  structure  with  over¬ 
lapping  functions.  An  integrated  service  in  a  new  form  of  organisation, 
to  match  the  boundaries  of  Health  Authorities  with  those  of  new  Local 
Authorities, is  now  proposed.  Until  decisions  have  been  reached,  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Services  continue  to  be  provided  by  Hospitals,  General 
Practitioners  and  Local  Authorities,  each  separately  organised  and  managed, 

HOSPITALS  AND  CLINICS 
Hospitals  in  the  District:- 

Deermoss  Hospital,  Whitchurch. 

Whitchurch  Cottage  Hospital, 

Ellesmere  Cottage  Hospital. 

Many  patients  from  North  Shropshire  are  treated  outside  the  District 

in  general  hospitals  and  hospitals  for  special  disorders  such  as;- 

The  R.S.I.,  Shrewsbury. 

Copthome  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Copthome  Maternity  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Cross  Houses  Hospital. 

Eye,  Ear  &  Throat  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Robert  Jones  &  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 

Oswestry. 

Shelton  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Oswestry  &  District  Hospital. 

These  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

In  addition,  the  Maeler  General  Hospital  and  the  War  Memorial 
Hospital,  both  in  ^rexham,  accept  patients  from  the  North  Shropshire 
Rural  District.  These  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Liverpool 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

CLINICS 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  at:- 

WHITCHURCH,  WELFARE  CENTRE,  DEERMOSS  LANE,  the  first  Friday  in  each 
month  from  11.00  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

COPTHORNE  HOSPITAL,  every  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

and  1.45  p.m.  to  4.00  p.m;  every  Wednesday  9.00  a.m.  to  12.00  noon 
and  Thursday  and  Friday  afternoon  from  2.00  p.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 


l6. 


CLINICS  Cont'd 


VENERBiiL  DISEA.S_ES 
Facilities  for  Treatment  -  Clinics 

SHREWSBURY,  No.l  BELMONT,  MEN:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  6.00  p.ra,  to  8.00  p.m. 

■  WOMEN:  Mondays  3»30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  5.00  p.m.  to  7.00  p.m. 

MORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  at  present  sited  at  the  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury,  but  soon  to  move  to  extensive  new 
accommodation  at  Cop'thorne.,  provides  an  invaluable  diagnostic  and 
advisory  service,  undertaking  bacteriological  examination  for  Local 
Authorities, 


MSS  MINIATURE  RADIO &RAPHY  SERVICE 
Patients  are  referred  by  their  own  doctors  or  may  themselves  attend 
v;ithout  prior  appointment  for  a  chest  X-ray  at  the  Mobile  X-ray  Unit 
at  the  Wrekin  Hospital,  Wellington,  Friday  mornings,  or  at  Copthome 
Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  Friday,  afternoons. 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE 

Administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  this  Service  provides 
laboratory  studies  and  is  responsible  for  collecting  blood  from  suit¬ 
able  donors.  Public  sessions  were  held  for  this  purpose  at  Whitchurch, 
Wem,  Ellesmere  and  Shawbury. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CLINICS 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  19^6,  the  Salop  County 
Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority,  became  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  follov;ing  services,  amongst  others,  within  the 
County;  - 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children; 


BASCHURCH  -  Secondary  Modern  School 


Child  Health 
and 

Immunisation 


) 

) 

) 


First  Tuesday  in  the  month 
2.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 


ELLESf.fflRE  -  Brownlow  Road 

*Ante-Natal  -  )  First,  third  and  fifth  Tuesdays  in  the  month 

)  1.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 

Child  Health  -  Tuesdays  I.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 

*Immunisation  -  First  Tuesday  in  the  month  I.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 

*  Medical  Officer  in  attendance  first  and  third  Tuesday  afternoons 
in  the  month,  and  on  the  fifth  afternoon  in  the  month  when  there  is  a 
fifth  Tuesday. 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  CLINICS  Cont'd, 


SHA.WBURY  -  Parish  Hall 
Child  Health  ) 

and  )  Tuesdays  2.00  p.m,  -  A»30  p.m. 

Immunisation  ) 

Medical  Officer  in  attendance  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
of  each  month, 

WEM  -  The  Shrubbery 

Child  Health  ^  Thursdays  -  10.30  a.ra.  -  12.30  p.m.  and 

and'  '  J  1.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  ) 

Medical  Officer  in  attendance  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday 
afternoons  each  month. 


rniTCHURCH  -  Deermoss  Lane 
Ante -Natal 


Child  Health 
and 

*Immunisation 


)  Tuesdays  -  2.15  p.m.  -  4.15  p.m. 

)  Midwife  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance, 

) 

)  Thursdays  -  I.30  p.m.  -  4.30  p.m. 

) 


♦Medical  Officer  in  attendance  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
of  the  month. 

Chest  Clinics  and  Psychiatric  Out-patients  Clinics  are  held 
regularly  at  the  Whitchurch  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  Patients  are  seen 
by  appointment. 

Other  special  clinics  held  here  include  Speech  Therapy,  Audiology 
and  Cervical  Cytology.  Patients  are  seen  by  appointment. 


FAJ.0:LY  PLANNDiC 

Family  Planning  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Child  Health  Centre, 
Brownlow  Street,  Whitchurch,  and  patients  are  seen  by  appointment  on 
the  2nd  Friday  each  month  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Other  Family  Planning  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  Centres 
Bridgnorth-  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  2-4  p.m. 

Madeley  -  1st  and  3rd  Fridays  6. 30  p.m.  -  8. 30  p.m. 

Market  Drayton  -  4th  Friday  each  month  2  -  4  p.m. 


P^TAL__SES^K)j4S 

Dental  sessions  are  held  regularly  at  each  of  the  three  local 
Authority  Clinics,  at  Ellesmere,  Wem  and  Whitchurch,  where  patients  are 
seen  by  appointment  with  the  dental  officer. 

Ellesmere  . . .  Brownlow  Road 

Wem  .  The  Shrubbery 

Whitchurch  . . .  Deermoss  Lane 


WSLFAIffi 

Each  of  the  Local  Authority  Clinics  is  open  at  set  times  for  the 
sale  of  these  foods.  Mothers  attending  the  clinics  are  informed  of 
these  times  and  of  any  local  variation  there  may  be. 
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MMTAL  HEALTH 

Under  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959  the  County  Council  provides 
Training  Centres  for  severely  sub-normal  children.  Part-time  classes 
are  held  in. the  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Wem  and  Whitchurch  for 
children  who  are  unable  to  benefit  from  education  in  school. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SOCIAL  SERVICES  ACT  1970 
From  the  1st  January,  1971  certain  functions  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  County  Council  together  with  all  the  work  of  the  Childrens 
&  Welfare  Departments  will  be  undertaken  by  a  new  Social  Services 
Department,  to  provide  social  care,  advice  and  support  as  distinct  from 
medical  services. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Salop  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  make  provisions  for  securing  that 
ambulances  and  other  means  of  transport  are  available,  where  necessary, 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental  subnormal¬ 
ity  and  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  from  places  in  their  area  to  places 
in  or  outside  their  area, 

VACCINATION  AND  MmSATION 

Protection  can  be  afforded  against  the  following  diseases. - 
Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Measles, 
Tuberculosis, German  Measles. 

Whenever  there  occurs  an  outbreak  of  an  infectious  disease, 
e,g.  Diphtheria,  it  is  followed  by  an  increased  demand  on  the  part  of 
parents  for  immunisation  of  their  children.  It  is  regrettable  that  in 
the  absence  of  such  an  incentive,  the  demand  for  vaccination  and 
immunisation  remains  nationally  at  a  low  level. 

Children  can  be  protected  by  simple  procedures  which  cause  few 
complications.  Parents  are  urged  to  seek  the  advice  of  their  own  doctor 
or  of  the  Clinic  doctor.  During  the  year  1970  there  was  a  marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  Measle  cases  in  the  District,  because  of  the 
failure  of  parents  to  take  advantage  of  the  immunisation  programme  so 
readily  available. 

In  the  Autumn  Term  1970,  girls  in  the  age  group  12-14  years  in  the 
County,  were  offered  vaccination  against  Rubella  (German  Measles), 

This  disease,  mild  in  its  effects  in  children,  is  extremely  dangerous 
if  contracted  by  a  pregnant  woman  in  the  early  months  of  her  pregnancy; 
for  it  is  then  that  the  developing  foetus  comes  under  attack  by  the 
virus  of  Rubella  and  the  child  at  term  may  be  found  to  be  suffering 
from  serious  and  persistent  defects,  such  as,  vision  and  hearing  defects, 
congonita.1  heart  defects,  or  mental  subnorraality.  It  is  hoped  that  congenital 
defects  in  babies  following  maternal  rubella  may  be  prevented  by  vaccinating 
all  susceptible  girls.  Rubella  vaccination  must  not  be  given  to  any 
pregnant  woman. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS  -  B.C.G-. 


School  children  in  the  age  group  12  to  lA  years  are  offered 
vaccination  against  Tuberculosis,  B.C.G-,  vaccine  is  given  to  those 
v/ho  prove  negative  to  a  preliminary  skin  test  -  the  Mantoux  Test; 
positive  reactors  are  fully  investigated  by  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
or  by  the  Chest  Physician  where  necessary. 


YELLOW  FEVER 

During  the  year  19^0,  the  County  Health  Department,  Shrewsbury, 
became  a  recognised  centre  for  the  administration  of  Yellow  ^ever 
vaccine.  Sessions  are  normally  held  at  3»00  p.m.  on  the  first  and 
third  Mondays  in  the  month,  or  by  special  appointment  in  emergency. 
A  charge  is  made  for  this  service.  Telephone:  Shrewsbury  52211. 


MEDICAL  EXAIAINATIONS 

Twenty  two  medical  examinations  were  undertaken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  1970.  Three  of  these  were  for  applicants  of 
Heavy  G-oods  Vehicle  Driving  Licences. 

Lectures  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year 
included  such  topics  as  Food  Hygiene,  Brucellosis  in  Humans;  Drugs  and 
Drug  Addiction  and  The  Smoker's  Diseases. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47 
No  action  v/as  needed  under  this  Act  in  1970. 
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HOUSING 


In  the  Vifhite  Paper  "The  Housing  Programme  I965  to  1970"  the 
follo\ving  principle  was  stated.  "Provision  of  more  Council  Houses 
must  he  accompanied  by  policies  for  allocating  tenancies  and  for 
determining  rents,  which  ensure  that  the  extra  houses  fulfil  the  over¬ 
all  purpose  for  which  subsidies  are  provided." 

The  work  of  any  Housing  Authority  must  include  a  large  measure  of 
Social  work  and  must  be  organised  in  such  a  way  that  housing  and  welfare 
needs  can  be  quickly  assessed.  Those  most  in  need  are  often  least  able 
to  communicate  their  needs  to  the  Authorities  which  are  responsible  for 
providing  housing  and  other  social  services.  Heiice,  the  staff  of  the 
Housing  Department  must  not  only  be  available  to  assist  the  public  on 
demand,  but  must  also  carefully  examine  sections  of  the  Community  where 
special  needs  may  well  exist. 

The  task  of  collecting  and  presenting  information  to  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  and  the  House  Lettings  Sub -Committee,  demands  a 
high  degree  of  knowledge  of  individual  needs  and  local  circumstances  in 
relation  to  the  housing  stock  available.  This  is  done  by  the  Housing 
Officer  and  Clerical  Staff  of  the  department,  working  in  close 
co-operation  with  the  Clerk's  and  Treasurer's  departments.  Special 
attention  is  paid  to  those  families  in  need  of  other  forms  of  social 
care  and  an  active  liaison  is  maintained  with  other  Local  Authorities, 
Statutory  Bodies  and  Voluntary  Organisations, 

During  1970  work  ?/ent  ahead  rapidly  on  the  Newt  own/Yar  ding  ton 
Development  in  Whitchurch,  to  provide  a  total  of  54  dwellings, 
including 


6  3-Hedroomed  houses 
6  3-bedroomed  flats 
18  2-bedroomed  flats 
24  l-bedroomed  flats. 

A  group  dwelling  scheme  of  20  bungalows  under  the  supervision  of  a 
resident  warden  is  situated  at  Ellesmere.  The  special  needs  of  aged  and 
handicapped  persons  are  taken  into  consideration  and  accommodation  made 
available  for  them  in  bungalows  or  ground-floor  flats. 

In  1970,  26  cases  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  assessment  of  housing  need  on  medical  grounds.  23  of  these  were 
reported  once  to  the  Committee  for  the  appropriate  action  to  be  taken 
and  3  became  the  subject  of  second  and  subsequent  reports. 

Source  of  Referral 
Housing  Officer 
House  Lettings  Sub-Committee 
General  Practitioner 
Health  Committee 
Hospital  Consultants 


Medical  Officer  of  Healjh  of 
other  Local  Authorities 

Applicants  themselves 


2 

2 
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KOUSII^G  Cont'd. 


Source  of  Referral  No.  of  cases 

Health  Visitors  2 

Councillors  1 

Other  Local  Authorities  1 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  1 

Relatives  1 


Two  cases  were  referred  from  more  than  one  source. 

One  of  the  more  difficult  problems  to  solve  has  been  that  of  the 
under-occupied  house,  k  tenant  who  may  have  lived  in  the  same  place  for 
thirty  years  or  more,  is  understandably  reluctant  to  give  up  the  tenancy 
of  a  house  grown  too  large  for  his  present  needs,  through  widowhood 
perhaps.  His  comfort  and  his  needs  have  to  be  balanced  against  those  of 
growing  families  who  require  larger  accommodation.  There  is  no  easy 
solution  and  each  individual  case  is  given  every  possible  consideration. 

STATISTICS 

Total  number  of  Coimcil  Houses 

occupied  at  31st  December,  1970  .  2,326 

"^Total  number  of  Tenancies 

accepted  January  to  December  1970  .  256  house  changes 

67  garage  changes 

Total  number  of  applicants  on 

Housing  List  at  December  31st.  1970  . .  832 

*This  includes  new  tenants  and  transferred  tenancies. 

11^  of  Council  House  stock  became  available  during  the  year, 
either  for  new  tenants  from  other  types  of  accommodation,  or  for  tenants 
wishing  to  transfer  from  other  Council  property. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  DECBVIBER  3Ist  1970 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Environmental  Health  Services  of  the  North  Shropshire 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1970» 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  included  the 
sewering  of  Ash,  Higher  Heath  and  Tiistock  and  the  provision 
by  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  of  piped  water  for  much 
of  the  Parish  of  Whixall  and  the  villages  of  Clive,  Grins hill, 
Preston  Brockhurst  and  Weston-under-Redcastle.  A  start  was 
also  made  on  a  water  scheme  for  Moreton  Corbet  and  Stanton, 

The  smells  arising  from  intensive  pig  and  poultry  farming 
were  again  the  causes  of  many  complaints  and  although  in  one 
or  two  cases  some  improvement  was  achieved,  it  is  unlikely 
that  a  complete  solution  to  this  problem  can  be  foimd. 

The  concrete  runways  of  Prees  Heath  proved  attractive  to 
motor-sport  enthusiasts  from  as  far  as  forty  miles  away,  and 
at  weekends  the  noise  nuisance  was  such  that  it  broxight 
petitions  from  nearby  householders.  Legal  action  against 
go-kart  and  motorcycle  ovmers  began  early  in  1971  and  it  is 
hoped  eventually  to  reduce  the  noise  to  a  reasonable  level. 

The  Heath,  at  the  .junction  of  the  A.4I  and  A.49»  was  also 
popular  with  travellers  and  gypsies,  and  their  large 
Caravan  encampments,  with  inevitable  piles  of  rubbish,  did 
not  make  them  pop-ular  locally.  The  Salop  Coxinty  Council 
proposal  to  create  a  transit  camp  for  travellers  at 
Press  Heath  has  therefore  met  with  considerable  opposition. 

It  is  indeed  doubtful  whether  the  proposed  camp,  with  accom- 
mation  for  fifteen  vans,  could  absorb  the  convoys  of  thirty 
or  forty  vehicles  v;hich  are  common  nowadays. 

There  was  a  big  increase  in  poultry  slaughtering, 
most  of  the  birds  killed  being  sent  out  of  the  district 
uneviscerated.  Poultry  inspection,  or  rather  the  lack  of 
it,  is  a  worrying  problem;  it  would  be  expensive  for  a 
local  authority  to  employ  extra  poultry  inspectors,  and  re¬ 
liance  is  therefore  placed  on  the  poultry-slaughterers' 
staff,  who  reject  the  obviously  diseased  birds.  The 
position  is  unsatisfactory  and  7;ill  become  worse,  as 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  birds  killed. 

Perhaps  local  authorities  will  eventually  be  allowed  to 
charge  for  poultry  inspection. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  increased  as  a 
consequence  of  the  better  terms  offered  to  the  public  xmder 
the  1969  Housing  Act,  A  House  Improvement  Exhibition,  to 
be  held  at  Whitchurch  Civic  Centre  in  April,  is  expected 
to  further  stimulate  interest  in  grants. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  support  during  197G  aiid  am  gratefixl  for 
the  hard  work  put  in  by  the  Health  Department  staff. 

W.  M.  LAMBERTON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  total  number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  North 
Shropshire  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  1970  was  10, 233 | 
about  2,000  of  these  are  supplied  with  water  of  doubtful 
quality  from  bores  or  shallow  wells.  Out  of  forty-eight 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  from  such 
sources,  only  eleven  were  satisfactory.-  New  water  mains 
to  supply  Weston-under-Redcastle,  Clive,  Grinshill  and 
Preston  Brockhurst  village  and  much  of  the  Whixall  area 
were  installed  during  the  year  by  the  East  Shropshire 
Water  Board,  so  that  this  problem  is  being  gradually 
overcome. 

The  rest  of  the  district  receives  piped  water  from 
public  or  private  sources.  All  bacteriological  samples 
taken  from  water  mains  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Six  ?/ater  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken 
during  the  year;  four  of  these  contained  nitrate  in  ex¬ 
cessive  quantity.  As  large  amounts  of  nitrate  are  liable 
to  be  dangerous  to  children  below  the  age  of  tv/elve  months, 
it  is  proposed  in  1971  to  sample  a  percentage  of  the 
shallow  wells  in  the  area  for  the  presence  of  this 
chemical . 

The  folloviring  parishes  are  supplied  with  public 
mains  water  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quantity; 


Bas church 

West  Shropshire  Supply 

Cockshutt 

West  Shropshire  Supply 

Ellesmere  Rural 

West  Shropshire  and  Liverpool 
Corporation  Supplies 

Ellesmere  Urban 

Liverpool  Corporation  Supply 

Hordley 

West  Shropshire  Supply 

Myddle 

West  Shropshire  Supply 

Petton 

West  Shropshire  Supply 

Welshampton 

Liverpool  Corporation  Supply 

Wem  Urban 

East  Shropshire  Supply 

Whitchurch  Urban 

East  Shropshire  Supply 

Whixall 

East  Shropshire  Supply 

Parts  of  the  following  parishes  are  supplied  \rlth 

!  water  from  various 

public  and  private  sources: 

Broughton 

Broughton  -  West  Shropshire  Supply 
Yorton  -  Hardv^ick  Estate  Supply 

Clive 

Clive  Village  -  Meadowfield  Farm, 
Hardwick  Estate  and  East  Shropshire 
Supplies. 

Grinshill 

Grinshill  Village  -  East  Shropshire 
and  Hardwick  Estate  Supplies 

Hadnall 

Hadnall  Village  -  V/est  Shropshire 
and  Hardwick  Estate  Supplies 

/Loppington  . . . 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 


Loppington 

Loppington  and  Burlton  Villages  - 
West  Shropshire  Supply 

Moreton  Corbet 

Bridle?vay  Gate  and  Preston  Brock- 
hurst  -  East  Shropshire  Supply 

Frees 

Frees  Village,  Higher  and  Lower 
Heaths,  Darliston  and  Pauls  Green  - 
East  Shropshire  Supply. 

Shav/bury 

Shav/bury  and  Edgebolton  Villages - 
R.A.P.  Supply. 

Stanton 

Stanton  Village  -  Harcourt  Estate 
Supply. 

Wem  Rural 

Hamlets  of  Aston,  Barkers  Green  and 
Tille^'-  -  East  Shropshire  Supply 

West  on-under- 
Redcastle 

Weston  Village  and  Weston  Heath  - 
East  Shropshire  Supply 

Whitchurch  Rural 

Frees  Heath  -  East  Shropshire 
Supply,  Ash  Village  -  East  Shrop¬ 
shire  Supply,  Tilstock  Village  - 
East  Shropshire  Supply. 

Towards  the  year's  end  work  began  on  a  nev/  mains  supply 
for  Moreton  Corbet  and  Stanton. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  or  excessive 
fluoride  in  any  of  the  water  supplies. 


SWIMJnNG  BATHS 

The  Council-owned  swimming  bath  at  Tfliitchurch  continues 
to  attain  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  spite  of  its  age. 
The  annual  attendances  were  459 771?  increase  of  3»747 
over  the  figures  for  19^9 • 

The  open-air  swimming  pools  at  Frees  Heath  and  Weston- 
under-Redcastle,  which  are  privately  earned,  are  available 
to  the  public  during  the  summer  months. 

Samples  have  been  taken  from  the  above  and  from  the 
swimming  pools  at  Acton  Reynald,  Wem  Grammar  a'cd  Petton 

Schools  ,  and'  Ellesmere  College. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  res'ults : 


Satisfactory 


Whitchurch  Public  Baths  28 

V/itchball  Hotel,  Frees  Heath  9 

Hawks tone  Park  Hotel, 

Weston-under-Redcastle  9 

Petton  School  2 

Wem  Gramm.ar  School  1 

Acton  Reynald  School  6 

Ellesmere  College  2 

Boreatton  Park  School 

(Sampled  by  S.C.C.)  1 

58 


Unsatisfactory 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 


2 


SEWERAGE 


The  Oxigest  Stabilization  Plant  at  Whitchurch,  the 
first  of  its  type  to  be  constructed  by  a  Local  Authority 
in  this  country,  is  operating  satisfactorily  and  giving 
good  results.  Ellesuiere  and  Wem  are  sewered  adequately, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Soulton  Road  -  Church  Lane  area 
in  Wem. 

Improvements  are  planned  for  both  of  these, towns. 

The  Ash,  Tilstock,  Frees  Heath  and  Higher  Heath 
scheme  is  almost  complete,  and  there  is  a  very  full 
programme  of  sewer  construction  planned  for  the  next  three 
years;  a  new  Wem  pumping  station,  an  extension  of  the 
Shawbuiy  scheme  to  cover  Moreton  Corbet  and  Stanton,  the 
enlargement  of  the  Vfem  Sewage  Works,  and  schemes  for  Pauls, 
the  South-Western  parishes  and  Ludleston  Heath. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy  four  (374)  sewage  effluent 
samples  were  analysed  by  the  Chemist  to  the  Joint 
Committee  during  _the  year,  Finety  one  (91)  of  these  v;ere 
satisfactory  and  two  himdred  and  eighty-three  (285)  were 
unsatisfactory.  Most  of  the  latter  category  v;ere  the 
result  of  repeated  sampling  from  unsatisfactory  works. 

In  addition  over  two  hundred  samples  were  taken  of  sludge 
and  sewage  at  various  stages  of  purification, 

HORSING 

A  total  of  twenty  six  (26)  houses  and  flats  v/ere 
erected  by  the  Council  and  a  further  fifty  eight  (56) 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Seventy-nine  (79)  houses  and  bungalov/s  were  built  by 
private  enterprise  and  seventy-four  (74)  were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  1970* 

Slum  Clearance 

Houses  demolished  .  ...  29 

Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  11 

Houses  made  fit  .  66 

Approximately  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two  (832) 
applicants  for  Council  Houses  were  listed  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Improvement  Grants 

In  January  1970  the  Health  Department  became  res¬ 
ponsible  for  Improvement  Grants,  Eighty  one  (81 )  Improve¬ 
ment  Grant  and  sixty  eight  (68)  Standard  Grant  applications 
were  approved  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Several  applications  for  grant  under  the  Local 
Authorities  (Historic  Buildings)  Act,  1962,  were  received, 
and  the  Council  has  adopted  a  policy  of  matching  any  sums 
of  money  granted  by  the  Salop  County  Council  under  this  Act. 

/improvement  Areas 
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HOUSING  (Cont.) 


Improvement  Areas 

Work  has  continued  on  the  fifty-six  (56)  houses 
in  Egerton  Road,  Y/hitchurch,  which  has  been  designated 
a  Compulsory  Improvement  Area.  The  position  at  the 
year's  end  was  as  follows: 

Houses  now  possessing  all  amenities  ...  33 

Work  in  hand  on  improvements  .  7 

Tenants  unwilling  to  permit 

improvements  ...  ....  ....  4 

Grants  applied  for  .  11 

Grants  not  applied  for  .  1 


MOVEABLE  BVi^ELLINGS 


There  was  no  change  in  the  niomber  of  Caravan  sites 
during  1970,  and  no  contraventions  occurred. 

Travellers'  caravans  illegally  parked  on  Frees  Heath 
were  again  the  source  of  much  litter.  The  Salop  County 
Ccuncil  in  October  proposed  that  a  "transit"  caravan  site, 
with  reasonable  amenities,  should  be  provided  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Heath,  and  made  a  Tree  Preservation 
Order  to  retain  a  screen  of  trees  in  that  area.  Con¬ 
siderable  opposition  to  this  scheme  has  been  voiced  by 
local  ratepayers. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


In  January  1970,  as  a  result  of  a  recommendation 
of  the  Organisation  and  Method  consultants ,  the 
Surveyor's  Department  was  made  responsible  for  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  One  department  is 
therefore  responsible  for  all  the  Council's  vehicles. 
The  Health  Department  continues  to  superintend 
the  refuse  tips. 

The  following  collection  and  disposal  arrange¬ 
ments  were  in  force  at  the  years'  end: 

Ellesmere  urban  area 
Wem  urban  area 
lYhitchurch’  -urban  area 


Weekly  by  direct  labour 
Weekly  by  direct  labour 
Weekly  by  direct  labour 


Villages  of  Baschurch, 
Frees  and  Shawbury 

Ellesmere  rural  area 


V/em  rural  area 


Weekly  by  direct  labour 
and  contract. 

Fortnightly  by  direct 
labour. 

Fortnightly  by  contract 


In  addition  various  boarding  schools  in  the  district 
have  a  weekly  collection. 

A  pilot  scheme,  using  paper  sacks,  was  started  at 
the  Newtown-Yardington  estate  in  Y/hitch-urch. 


/Rodent  Control 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employs  one  whole  time  and  two  part- 
time  operators.  Much  of  their  time  is  spent  on  contract 
work  at  farms  and  business  premises.  Private  properties 
are  treated  free  of  charge,  and  council  sewers,  sewage 
works  and  refuse  tips  are  regularly  visited. 

The  following  is  a  simimary  of  the  years  work; 


Number  of  premises 

\mder  contract 

119 

Number  of  premises 

inspected 

•  • 

.  2,755 

Number  of  premises 

infested 

»  « 

.  1,741 

Number  of  premi 

ses 

treated  by  Council 

.  1,699 

Number  of  domes 
free 

tic 

premises  treated 

•  • 

132 

FOOD  hygiene(general)regulations. 

I960 

In  the  district 

there  are  the 

following  food  premises 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Bakers 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Butcher 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Cafes,  Canteens 
and  Restaurants 

48 

48 

48 

48 

Chemists 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Confectioners 

17 

17 

- 

- 

Dairies 

7 

7 

5 

5 

Egg  Packers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Food  V/arehouses 

5 

5 

3 

3 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

8 

'  8 

8 

8 

Greengrocers 

9 

9 

- 

- 

Grocers 

81 

81 

81 

81 

Licensed  Premises 

81 

81 

81 

81 

Poulterers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

School  Kitchens 

41 

41 

41 

41 

(i)  Number  of  premises. 

(ii)  Nxmiber  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 
Regulation  I6 . (Provision  of  wash  basin 

with 

hot  and  cold  water.) 

(iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19 
applies.  (Provision  of  sink  with  hot  and 
cold  water. ) 

(iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 
Regulation  19 . 

During  1970  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  one  (4OI) 
visits  V7ere  made  to  food  premises.  Seventy  seven  (77) 
informal  notices  were  served  for  contraventions  of  the 
Regulations. 


POULTRY 

The  poultry  slaughtering  establishments  in  the  area 
processed  over  1,0559000  birds  during  the  year.  These 
included  broilers,  capons,  turkeys,  ducks  and  geese,  but 
the  majority  were  hens,  which  were  mainly  sent  out  un¬ 
eviscerated.  A- 
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POULTRY(Ccnt.) 

When  such  large  numbers  are  involved,  proper  inspection 
cannot  be  carried  out,  and  reliance  is  placed  on  employees 
"spotting^"  the  obviously  unfit  birds.  The  percentage  of 
rejected  poultry  was  approximately  5^'. 

The  situation  as  regards  poultry  inspection  in  this 
district  and,  in  fact,  over  much  of  this  country,  is  hardly 
satisfactory, 

MEAT  IPSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

In  the  area  there  is  one  large  private  factory-type 
abattoir,  one  medium-sized  public  abattoir,  and  two  small 
private  slaughterhouses.  Two  full-time  Meat  Inspectors  are 
employed  and  lOOfo  inspection  of  carcases  and  offals  is  carried 
out.  Overtime  on  Saturdays  and  occasionally  Sundays  is  shared 
by  all  members  of  the  staff  v;ho  are  qualified  to  inspect  meat. 

The  large  factory  abattoir  is  a  centre  for  tuberculosis 
reactors  from  a  large  part  of  Shropshire  and  North  Wales, 
and  the  Whitchurch  Slaughterhouse  receives  large  numbers  of 
casualties.  These  are  the  reasons  for  this  relatively  high 
number  of  condemnations  in  the  following  table. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  REJECTED 


1 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

- ! 

Pigs 

j  Number  killed  ...  | 

\ 

7,658 

j 

916 

14,750 

14,624  1 

1 

f  Number  inspected 

7,658 

j 

916 

14,750 

1 

14,624  j 

1 

i 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

1  AND  CYSTICERCOSIS ; 

Y/hole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

287 

234 

78 

375  1 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part 
j  or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3,512 

41 

5,021 

5,974  j 

1  Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

1  affected  with  disease  other 

i  than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis  . . , 

49.65^. 

3O.O/0 

34. 55^' 

1 

1 

45.49^0 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY; 
j  Whole  Carcases  condemned 

i 

j  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1  or  organ  was  condemned 

;  9 

263 

Percentage  of  the  n-umber  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

i 

0.11^ 

- 

- 

1.1/0 

CYSTICERCOSIS  ONLY; 

I  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
j  or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

I  28 

I  - 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

20 

! 

. 

Carcases  totally  condemned  ... 

1 

_ : 

- 

- 

i  -  1 

112  tons,  6  cwt.  13  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned  at  slaughterhouses. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  followirg  foodstuffs  were  condemned  in  shops  and 
warehouses  during  1970: 

Canned  Meats  77'S’ 

Frozen  Foods  1  cwt.  Ihs. 

The  frozen  foods  were  condemned  as  a  consequence  of 
cabinet  breakdowns . 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PRTIVlISES  ACT,  I963 

TABLE  A,  -  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


— 

Class  of 
j  Premises 

— 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number  of 
premises  registered 
at  end  of  year 

i 

Number  of  registered  ! 
premises  receiving  a  [ 
general  inspection  I 
during  the  year  [ 

I 

I  Offices 

5 

63 

. 

22  j 

; 

Retail  Shops 

5 

168 

- 1 

52  i 

Wholesale  Shops 
V/a  rehouses 

_ 

5 

: 

i 

!  Catering  estab¬ 
lishments  open 
to  the  public, 
Canteens 

2 

47 

' 

'  t 

- 

li 

28  : 

a 

! 

i- 

Fuel  storage 

I  depots 

- 

3 

I 

a 

. i 

I  TOTALS 

: 

282 

104  I 

TABLE  B.  -  Number  of  visits  of  all  ld.nds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 

Premises;  176. 

TABLE  C.  -  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 

■  Workplace; 


I  Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  i 

Employed  I 

■  -  t 

Offices 

648  I 

Retail  Shops 

675  ! 

I  Wholesale  Shops, 

19  I 

Warehous  es 

Catering  establish- 

ments  open  to  the 

233 

public 

j  Canteens 

53 

I  Fuel  storage  depots 

I  TOTAL 

1,635  j 

k  Total  Males 

671 

j  Total  Females 

964  1 

/The  following  ... 
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OFFICES  SHOPS  AM)  RAILWAY  PRMISES  ACT  1963  (Cont.) 


The  following  contraventions  were  found: 


Section  4 
Section  6 
Section  7 
Section  9 
Section  10 
Section  12 
Section  24 


Cleanliness  10 
Temperature  2 
Ventilation  2 
Sanitary  Conveniences  2 
Y/ashing  facilities  5 
Clothing  accommodation  1 
First  Aid  1 
Other  Matters  2 


These  contraventions  were  dealt  with  informally.  One 
minor  accident  was  reported  during  the  year. 

ITUISANCES 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-four  (574)  visits  were  made 
hy  members  of  the  staff  to  nuisances  caused  by  faulty  drainage, 
housing  defects,  the  spraying  of  hen  and  pig  manure,  noise 
and  smoke.  Sixty-seven  (67)  informal  notices  were  sent  or 
given  to  the  persons  responsible. 

Six  (6)  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

Intensive  farming  methods  which  caused  smells  were  the 
most  usual  cause  of  complaints-; 

DIFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Twenty-one  (21 )  cases  of  infectious  disease  (excepting 
measles  and  whooping  cough)  were  reported  in  1970  and  seventy- 
seven  (77)  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  them. 

Notifications  of  Salmonella  in  bovines,  which  necessitated 
the  taking  of  samples  of  faeces  from  the  persons  involved 
in  handling  the  animals  concerned,  were  less  than  in  19^9 • 

Sixty-seven  (67)  faecal  samples  were  taken  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Only  two  (2)  cases  of  food  poisoning,  caused  by 
Salmonella  organisms  in  each  case,  were  notified  during  1970* 
Both  the  patients  recovered  within  a  few  weeks. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT 

At  the  end  of  1970  there  were  three  licensed  Pet  Shops 
in  the  North  Shropshire  H-ural  District.  A  total  of  five 
visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  on  each  occasion. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT 

There  are  seven  (7)  establishments  licensed  under  this 
Act  in  the  area.  A  total  of  eleven  visits  were  made  and  all 
were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  run. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  this  district. 

/Petroleum  ... 
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PETROLEUM 


Number  of  licensed  premises  ...  198 

Number  of  new  licences  ...  1 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  ...  100 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  serious  leakage  of 
petrol  into  the  Whitchurch  sewers  5  the  fumes  were  dis¬ 
persed  by  hosing  down  the  sewer  sj^stem  at  White  Lion 
Meadow  Car  Park.  Pressure  tests  carried  out  early  in  I971 
revealed  that  two  petrol  tanks  belonging  to  a  garage  near¬ 
by  were  causing  the  trouble,  and  these  were  condemned  and 
filled  with  cement  grouting, 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Salop  County  Health  Department  s 

Samples  obtained  in  North  Shropshire  Rural  District 
during  1970. 


Milk 


Pasteurised 

«  •  » 

16 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

•  «  • 

12 

Untreated  Bottled 

•  •  0 

2 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled 
Untreated  Channel  Islands 

•  0  • 

19 

Farm  Bottled 

*  •  • 

5 

Sterilised 

•  •  0 

2 

Bulk  Untreated  Ex.  Farm 

•  •  • 

96 

152 

One  sample  of  untreated  Channel  Islands  milk  ex,  farm 
was  found  to  contain  8.2fo  extraneous  water.  Legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  instituted  against  the  producer  who  was 
found  guilty  and  fined  £10  vdth  £15.20p.  costs.  Eleven 
(11)  samples  of  untreated  milk  ex,  farm  were  found  to 
contain  extraneous  v/ater.  On  the  advice  of  the  Clerk  of 


the  County  Council,  no  further  action  was  taken  in  this 
matter. 


Lard 

Margarine  with  Butter 
Pork  Sausages 
Paprika 

Throat  Lozenges 
Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 
Glucose 
Cream  Cakes 
Butter 

Milk  Shake  Syrup 
Jam 

Calamine  Lotion  B.P. 

Dried  Mixed  Vegetables 
Coloured  Sugar 
Sausage  Meat 
Iodine  Tincture 
Ginger  Preserve 
Tonic  Tablets 
Chicken  Soup 
Vodka 

Fish  Fingers  1 

Corn  Oil  1 


Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy  1 
Meat  Paste  1 
Chewing  Gum  1 
Coold.ng  Oil  1 
Mixed  Dried  Fruit  1 
Orange  Flavoured  Drink  1 
Starch  Reduced  Slices  1 
Bread  3 
Food  Colouring  1 
C  ream  1 
Antacid  Absorbent  1 
Canned  Chipped  Potatoes  1 
"Texgran"  Meat  Extender  1 
Cheese  1 
Meat  and  Potato  Pie  1 
Indigestion  Tablets  1 
Brovai  Bread  1 
Curry  Powder  1 
Tomato  Puree  1 
Whisky  1 
Codeine  Linctus  1 


Other  Foods  and  Drugs 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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FOOD  SMPLING  (Cont.) 

One  sample  of  Pork  Sausages  was  found  to  ke  deficient 
in  total  meat  to  the  extent  of  ’J ,2^0.  The  Manufacturer 
was  interviewed  and  a  warning  letter  sent.  The  other 
samples  aforementioned  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  a  tin  of  Grilled 
Bacon  was  foimd  to  be  affected  by  mould.  A  warning 
letter  ?;as  sent  to  the  Importers. 

A  Beefburger  was  found  to  contain  a  beetle.  The 
complainant  did  not  wish  to  be  involved  in  legal  proceedings 
and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  producers  concerned. 

A  sliced  loaf  was  found  to  contain  particles  of  Wheat 
Husks,  which  were  originally  thought  to  be  mouse  droppings. 
The  complainant  was  advised  that  the  husk  particles  were 
harmless . 

A  packet  of  crumpets  was  found  to  be  affected  by 
mould.  Legal  proceedings  v/ere  instituted  against  the 
Vendors  who  were  find  £5.00p. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Area)  Order  1957 


{ - 

1. 

Samples 

Obtained 

I 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

! 

' 

Passed 

Passed 

Ikiled 

Void 

Passed 

Pasteirrised 

125 

123 

114 

2 

7 

- 

Channel  Islands 
Pasteurised 

26 

26 

22 

2 

2 

- 

Untreated  Farm 

Bottled 

27 

- 

25 

1 

1 

- 

Untreated  Channel 
Islands  Farm  Bottled 

28 

- 

26 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

1  Sterilised 

6 

. 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

j  TOTAL 

210  ! 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  Dealers  concerned  in 
respect  of  the  above  Methylene  Blue  failures . 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  1945-55 

Twenty  one  (21 )  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from 
the  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  district.  All 
samples  were  satisfactory. 


/Factories  Act  I96I  ... 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

! 

’  Premises 

I  (1) 

Number  j 

on  I 

Register  i 
(2) 

Number  of  ! 

Ins pections 

(3) 

Y/ritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers  1 

Prosecuted  | 

(5)  1 

!  (i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2,354  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

I! 

^  ii 

( 

[ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

174 

"■  •  1 

62 

10 

1 

li 

j 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out -workers ' 
premises) 

11 

9 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

186 

72 

. . 

t 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Pound  j 
(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H,M.  (  By  H,M, 
Inspector  [  Inspector 

(4)  1  (5) 

t  Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

'  Overcrowding  ( S . 2 ) 

- 

. 

.  . 

- — -  -  —  -  — 

--  ...  -  -  --  j 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

_ 

- 

(  Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

■  '  . . . 

. 

- 

-  -  -  — » 

- 

'  Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

2 

5 

2 

4 

i 

; 

2 

t  ether  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out -work) 

I  ^ 

I 

2 

1 

■ 

- 

TOTAL 

10 

i  ^ 

! 

2 

- 

-  T1  - 

FACTORIES  ACT,  ^^6^  (Cont.) 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK 

(Sections  155  and  154) 


! 

Section  155 

Section  1 54  | 

No.  of 

No,  of 

0 

• 

0 

No.  of 

( 

i 

Nature 

out -workers 

Cases  of 

pros ecu- 

instances 

! 

of 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prose-  1 

Vfork 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

served 

cutions 1 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply ■ 

some 

II 

H 

by  Section 

the  Coimcil 

lists 

premises 

133(1)(=) 

1 

(1) 

(2) 

(5) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7)  j 

Wearing)  Making 
apparel)  etc,, 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  1 

J 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

1  n 

i  1 

1  it 

TOTAL 

8 

- 

i : 

- 

j 

1 

12  - 


t 

i 

t 


\ 

f 


ti 


o  ; 


V. 


I' 


